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INDIA
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TYPE
	DATE
	SOURCE
	LIMITS
	NOTES


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TERRITORIAL SEA
	Aug 76 
	Act No. 80 (Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone & Other Maritime Zones Act) 
	12nm 
	Foreign warships must provide notice before entering territorial sea. 

This requirement is not recognized by the U.S.  U.S. protested requirement in 1976, 1983 and 1997 and conducted operational assertions in 1985-89, 1991-1994, 1996, 1997, 1999, and 2001.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	ARCHIPELAGIC, STRAIGHT BASELINES, & HISTORIC CLAIMS
	Aug 76
	Act No. 80 
	
	Enables government to declare waters as historic.

	
	Jun 79
	Law No. 41
	
	Waters of Palk Bay between coast and boundary with Sri Lanka claimed as internal waters; waters of Gulf of Mannar between coast and maritime boundary claimed as historic waters.  

This claim is not recognized by the U.S.  U.S. conducted operational assertions in 1993 and 1994, to Gulf of Mannar claim in 1999.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CONTIGUOUS ZONE


	Aug 76
	Act No. 80 
	24nm
	Claims authority over area for security purposes.   

This claim is not recognized by the U.S.  The U.S. conducted operational assertions in 2001.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CONTINENTAL SHELF
	Aug 76 
	Act No. 80 
	200

/CM
	


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	FISHING ZONE/EEZ
	Aug 76 
	Act. No. 80 
	200nm


	

	
	Jun 95 
	Declaration upon Ratification of 1982 LOS Convention
	
	Requires prior consent for military exercises or maneuvers in EEZ or on continental shelf.  

This requirement is not recognized by the U.S.  U.S. conducted operational assertions in 1999 and 2001.



	
	Jan 98
	Naval HQ Navarea Notice
	
	Requires 24-hour prior notice from vessels entering EEZ with cargoes “including dangerous goods and chemicals, oil, noxious liquid and harmful substances and radioactive material.”

This requirement is not recognized by the U.S. and was protested in 1998.  U.S. conducted operational assertion in 1999.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TYPE
	DATE
	SOURCE
	LIMITS
	NOTES


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	MARITIME BOUNDARIES
	Jul 74 
	Agreement 
	
	Palk Strait boundary agreement with Sri Lanka EIF.  See LIS No. 66.



	
	Dec 74 & Aug 77 
	Agreements 
	
	Continental shelf boundary agreements with Indonesia EIF.  See LIS Nos. 62, 93.



	 
	May 76 
	Agreement 
	
	Maritime boundary agreement with Sri Lanka (Gulf of Mannar and Bay of Bengal) EIF.  See LIS No. 77.



	
	Jul 76
	Agreement (supplemented Nov 76)
	
	Established trijunction point in Gulf of Mannar between Sri Lanka, India, and the Maldives.



	
	Jan 77
	Agreement
	
	Continental shelf boundary agreement with Indonesia (Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean). 



	 
	Jun 78 
	Agreement 
	
	Maritime boundary agreement with the Maldives (Arabian Sea).



	
	Jun 78
	Agreement
	
	Established trijunction point in Andaman Sea between Thailand, India, and Indonesia.



	
	Dec 78 
	Agreement 
	
	Continental shelf boundary agreement with Thailand  (Andaman Sea) EIF.



	 
	Mar 79 
	Agreement 
	
	Boundary agreement with Indonesia and Malaysia EIF.



	 
	Dec 86 
	Agreement 
	
	Maritime boundary agreement with Burma on the delimitation of the Andaman Sea in the Coco Channel and in the Bay of Bengal.



	 
	Oct 93 
	Agreement 
	
	Established trijunction point in Andaman Sea between Burma, India, andThailand.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	LOS CONVENTION
	Dec 82 
	
	
	Signed Convention.



	
	Jul 94
	
	
	Signed Part XI Agreement.



	
	Jun 95
	
	
	Ratified Convention and Part XI Agreement, with Declaration requiring prior consent for military exercises in EEZ, continental shelf.  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MARITIME BOUNDARIES
INDIA - BURMA

The following is extracted from the 23 December 1986 Agreement between India and Burma on the Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary in the Andaman Sea, the Coco Channel, and the Bay of Bengal.

Article I

The maritime boundary between Burma and India in the Andaman Sea and in the Coco Channel is the straight lines connecting points 1 to 14, the geographical co-ordinates of which are in the sequence given below:

TABLE C1.T105.
INDIA - BURMA MARITIME BOUNDARY:  ANDAMAN SEA AND COCO CHANNEL

	POINT
	LATITUDE NORTH
	LONGITUDE EAST

	1
	09° 38' 00"
	95° 35' 25"

	2
	09° 53' 14"
	95° 28' 00"

	3
	10° 18' 42"
	95° 16' 02"

	4
	10° 28' 00"
	95° 15' 58"

	5
	10° 44' 53"
	95° 22' 00"

	6
	11° 43' 17"
	95° 26' 00"

	7
	12° 19' 43"
	95° 30' 00"

	8
	12° 54' 07"
	95° 41' 00"

	9
	13° 48' 00"
	95° 02' 00"

	10
	13° 48' 00"
	93° 50' 00"

	11
	13° 34' 18"
	93° 40' 59"

	12
	13° 49' 11"
	93° 08' 05"

	13
	13° 57' 29"
	92° 54' 50"

	14
	14° 00' 59"
	92° 50' 02"


The extension of the maritime boundary beyond point 1 up to the maritime boundary trijunction point between Burma, India and Thailand will be done subsequently after the trijunction point is established by agreement between the three countries.

Article II

The Maritime Boundary between Burma and India in the Bay of Bengal is the straight lines connecting points 14 to 16, the geographical co-ordinates of which are in the sequence given below:

TABLE C1.T106.
INDIA - BURMA MARITIME BOUNDARY:  BAY OF BENGAL

	POINT
	LATITUDE NORTH
	LONGITUDE EAST

	14
	14° 00' 59"
	92° 50' 02"

	15
	14° 17' 42"
	92° 24' 17"

	16
	15° 42' 50"
	90° 14' 01"


The extension of the maritime boundary beyond point 16 in the Bay of Bengal will be done subsequently.

INDIA - INDONESIA - THAILAND
The following is extracted from Limits in the Seas, No. 93, "Continental Shelf Boundaries: India-Indonesia-Thailand" of 17 August 1981.

India, Indonesia, and Thailand agreed upon a common trijunction point on June 22, 1978, and the agreement came into force March 2, 1979.

The "Common Trijunction Point" of the three bilateral boundaries, situated at 7( 47'00"N, 95( 31'48"E, is essentially equidistant from India and Indonesia, but not from Thailand; it is approximately 31.5 miles farther from Thailand.  The relationship of this trijunction point to the nearest point on the respective coastlines is as follows:

TABLE C1.T107.
INDIA - INDONESIA - THAILAND COMMON TRIJUNCTION POINTS

	BASEPOINT
	STATE
	DIST. TO TRIJUNCTION PT. (NM)

	Great Nocobar Island (northeast coast)
	India
	103.9

	Pulau Rondo
	Indonesia
	104.1

	Ko Huyong (southernmost island of Mu Ko Similan)
	Thailand
	132.5


INDIA - SRI LANKA
Excerpts from the agreement and the comments following it are extracted from Limits in the Seas, No. 66, "Historic Water Boundary: India-Sri Lanka" of 12 December 1975.

The Governments of the Republic of India and the Republic of Sri Lanka agreed on June 26-28, 1974, to the delimitation of a boundary through the "historic waters" of Palk Bay.  The agreement, which came into force on July 8, 1974, has been printed in the Government of India's Notice to Mariners, Edition No. 9, Notices 133 to 156, April 15, 1975.  Selected portions of the text are as follows:

The boundary between India and Sri Lanka in the waters from Adam's Bridge to Palk Strait shall be arcs of Great Circles between the following positions, in the sequence given below, defined by latitude and longitude.

TABLE C1.T108.
INDIA - SRI LANKA MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES

	POINT
	LATITUDE NORTH
	LONGITUDE EAST

	1
	10° 05'
	80° 03'

	2
	09° 57'
	79° 35'

	3
	09° 40'.15
	79° 22'.60

	4
	09° 21' .80
	79° 30'.70

	5
	09° 13'
	79° 32'

	6
	09° 06'
	79° 32'


U.S. ANALYSIS

The India-Sri Lanka agreement delimits a maritime boundary containing two terminal and four turning points through the historic waters of Palk Bay.  While the agreement does not specify the Palk Bay closing line, it may be inferred from the location of Position 1 and the geographic features of the adjacent coasts of India and Sri Lanka.  On the north, the "natural entrance point" appears to be the low-water headland of Point Calimere, while the southern point is Palmyrah Point on the northeast coast of Ceylon.  The total length of this closing line is approximately 35.107 nautical miles.

The total length of the maritime boundary is 85.375 nautical miles.  Distances between the Positions of the treaty are as follows:

TABLE C1.T109.
INDIA - SRI LANKA MARITIME BOUNDARY:  U.S. ANALYSIS

	INDIA - SRI LANKA MARITIME BOUNDARY:  U.S. ANALYSIS

	POSITIONS
	DISTANCE (NM)
	APPROXIMATE WATER DEPTHS

	1 - 2
	28.735
	6.5 fathoms

	2 - 3
	20.832
	6.5 - 7 fathoms

	3 - 4
	20.004
	7 - 6.75 fathoms

	4 - 5
	8.883
	6.75 - 6 fathoms

	5 - 6
	6.921
	6 fathoms to low tide


The relationships between the positions and the national baselines of India and Sri Lanka are as follows:

TABLE C1.T110.
INDIA - SRI LANKA NATIONAL BASELINE POSITIONS

	Position
	Distance to Baseline (nm)
	Baseline Points
	Comments

	
	India
	Sri Lanka
	India
	Sri Lanka
	

	1
	15.748
	19.360
	Calimere
	Palmyrah
	No. 1 is situated approximately 15.748 nm, i.e., equidistant, between Pt. Calimere and an unnamed cape west of Kankesanturai (Ceylon).  The ensuing line between Positions 1 and 2 may be deemed to be selectively but not strictly equidistant.

	2
	19.469
	19.432
	unnamed Island (09°57'N, 10°02'E)
	Eluvativu Island
	The slight discrepancy in the distances may stem from the determined positions of the base points.  Position 2 may, as a result, be deemed to be selectively equidistant.

	3
	21.828
	20.595
	Pambar Delta
	Delft I.
	

	4
	10.879
	12.279
	Pamban I.
	Delft I.
	Position 4, of course, is situated much closer to the island of Kachchativu (1.187 nm).  The island has been allocated to Sri Lanka by the maritime boundary.

	5
	5.815
	6.921
	unnamed
	
	Position No. 5 is Adams Bridge Is. equidistant (12.163nm) from both Pamban (India) and Mannar (Sri Lanka).

	6
	
	
	
	
	According to USNHO chart No. 63250, Position 6 falls on a low-tide area which joins two small islands in Adams Bridge.  The western island would fall to India; the eastern to Sri Lanka.


Summary

The delimitation reflects a selective, i.e. modified, application of the principle of equidistance.  As noted, the maritime boundary divides the historic waters and the seabed of Palk Bay.  Traditional fishing rights of both parties, however, are preserved.  The boundary agreement further serves to settle peacefully the Kachchitivu island dispute and to delimit the India-Sri Lanka boundary in the Adams Bridge region.

It is understood that further negotiations between the two States have begun to extend the maritime boundary eastward into the Bay of Bengal and southward through the Gulf of Mannar.  The waters of the latter are also deemed to be "historic" by India and Sri Lanka. 
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